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The ISU Judging System (or the International Judging System (IJS)), occasionally referred to as

the Code of Points (COP) system,[1] is the scoring system currently used to judge the figure

skating disciplines of men's and ladies' singles, pair skating, ice dance, and synchronized skating.

It was designed and implemented by the International Skating Union (ISU), the ruling body of the

sport. This system of scoring is used in all international competitions sanctioned by the ISU,

including the Olympic Games. The ISU Judging System replaced the previous 6.0 system in 2004.

This new system was created in response to the 2002 Winter Olympics figure skating scandal, in

an attempt to make the scoring system more objective and less vulnerable to abuse.[2]

Official ISU documents for the season 2024/25

- ISU Constitution and general regulations 2024 - Rule 108 (age requirements),

- Special regulations and technical rules 2022 - Rules 610-612 (single skating), 619-621 (pair

skating), 701-711 (ice dance), 502 (program duration)

- Communication No. 2623 - Levels of Difficulty and Guidelines for marking Grade of Execution

and Program Components, Season 2024/25

- Communication No. 2656 - SINGLE & PAIR SKATING Scale of Values season 2024/25

- Communication No. 2647 - ICE DANCE Scale of Values season 2024/25

Novice competitions

- Communication No. 2624 - GUIDELINES FOR INTERNATIONAL NOVICE COMPETITIONS

2024/25

- Комюніке No. 2624 - Guidelines For International Novice Competitions 2024/25 (Ukrainian

translation)

Categories
Senior

Junior

Advanced Novice

Intermediate Novice

Basic Novice

Warning: this is not the original document with rules and requiements. In
case of doubts or misunderstanding, refer to the original documents.
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https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/rules-regulations/isu-statutes-constitution-regulations-technical/34449-constitution-general-regulations-2024/file
https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/rules-regulations/isu-statutes-constitution-regulations-technical/special-regulations-and-technical-rules/29500-single-pair-and-ice-dance-2022/file
https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/isu-communications/communications/33668-isu-communication-2623/file
https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/isu-communications/communications/34028-isu-communication-2656-1/file
https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/isu-communications/communications/33990-isu-communication-2647/file
https://www.isu.org/inside-isu/isu-communications/communications/33669-isu-communication-2624/file
https://skateukraine.org/files/2624_SP_Novice_Competitions_2024-2025_Ukrainian.pdf
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Category Senior
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Category Junior
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Category Advanced Novice

Women

Age: 10 - 15 years (born between 01/07/2008 - 30/06/2014)

2:20
Duration:

2 minutes 20 seconds

Short Program

The Short Program shall consist of the following elements:

Jumps

- a) Single or double Axel jump
- b) Double or triple jump, may not repeat jump a)
- c) One jump combination consisting of two double jumps or one double and one triple jump, the second
jump must be double or triple Toe loop (for season 2024/25), both jumps may not repeat jump a) or b)
- An Euler jump CAN BE included in the Jump combination in the Short Program.

Spins

- Layback/sideways leaning spin or sit spin with no change of foot (minimum six (6) revolutions) and no 
flying entrance
- Spin combination with only one change of foot (minimum of five (5) revolutions on each foot). Flying entry
not allowed.

Steps

One step sequence fully utilizing the ice surface.

For feature 4) Two combinations of 3 difficult turns on different feet: the combinations must include forward
outside rocker and backward inside loop (for season 2024/25), they can be in the same combination or one in
the first and the other in the second. Only one difficult turn may be repeated once in the two combinations. At
least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level basic.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for the Program Components is 1.07.

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.
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/elements/jumps/axel
/elements/jumps/combo
/elements/jumps/toeloop
/elements/jumps/euler
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3:00
Duration:

3 minutes
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Free Skating

A well balanced Free Skating program must contain:

Jumps

Maximum of 6 jump elements:

- one of which must be an Axel type jump
- There may be up to two (2) jump combinations or one (1) jump combination and one (1) jump sequence.
- One jump combination or jump sequence can consist of up to three (3) jumps, the other up to two (2)
jumps. A jump sequence consists of two or three jumps of any number of revolutions, in which the second
and/or the third jump is an Axel type jump with a direct step from the landing curve of the first/second jump
into the take-off curve of the Axel jump.
- One full revolution on the ice between the jumps (free foot can touch the ice, but without weight transfer)
keeps the element in the frame of the definition of a jump sequence. Jumps executed in a jump sequence
receive their full value. Only two triple jumps can be repeated either in a jump combination or jump
sequence.
- (removed Euler limitations from previous seasons)
- No quadruple jumps are allowed. Any single, double (including Double Axel) or triple jump cannot be
executed more than twice in total. The same type of jump independent of revolutions can be included not
more than three times in the Free Skating program.

Spins

There must be a maximum of two (2) spins of a different nature (abbreviation)

- one of which must be a spin combination with change of foot (minimum eight (8) revolutions), flying
entrance is not allowed
- and one must be a flying camel (minimum six (6) revolutions), a change of foot is allowed but a change of
position is not allowed (for season 2024/25)

Steps

There must be one (1) Choreographic Sequence consisting of at least two different skating movements.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for the Program Components is 2.40.

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.

Updated on 18/09/2024 17:57 (Kyiv time)7/14

/elements/jumps/axel
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Men

Age: 10 - 15 years (born between 01/07/2008 - 30/06/2014)

2:20
Duration:

2 minutes 20 seconds

Short Program

The Short Program shall consist of the following elements:

Jumps

- a) Single or double Axel jump
- b) Double or triple jump, may not repeat jump a)
- c) One jump combination consisting of two double jumps or one double and one triple jump, the second
jump must be double or triple Toe loop (for season 2024/25), both jumps may not repeat jump a) or b)
- An Euler jump CAN BE included in the Jump combination in the Short Program.

Spins

- Sit spin (minimum of five (5) revolutions on each foot) with change of foot and no flying entrance.
- Spin combination with only one change of foot (minimum of five (5) revolutions on each foot). Flying entry
not allowed.

Steps

One step sequence fully utilizing the ice surface.

For feature 4) Two combinations of 3 difficult turns on different feet: the combinations must include forward
outside rocker and backward inside loop (for season 2024/25), they can be in the same combination or one in
the first and the other in the second. Only one difficult turn may be repeated once in the two combinations. At
least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level basic.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for the Program Components is 1.20.

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.

3:00
Duration:

3 minutes

Free Skating

A well balanced Free Skating program must contain:
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Jumps

Maximum of 6 jump elements:

- one of which must be an Axel type jump
- There may be up to two (2) jump combinations or one (1) jump combination and one (1) jump sequence.
- One jump combination or jump sequence can consist of up to three (3) jumps, the other up to two (2)
jumps. A jump sequence consists of two or three jumps of any number of revolutions, in which the second
and/or the third jump is an Axel type jump with a direct step from the landing curve of the first/second jump
into the take-off curve of the Axel jump.
- One full revolution on the ice between the jumps (free foot can touch the ice, but without weight transfer)
keeps the element in the frame of the definition of a jump sequence. Jumps executed in a jump sequence
receive their full value. Only two triple jumps can be repeated either in a jump combination or jump
sequence.
- (removed Euler limitations from previous seasons)
- No quadruple jumps are allowed. Any single, double (including Double Axel) or triple jump cannot be
executed more than twice in total. The same type of jump independent of revolutions can be included not
more than three times in the Free Skating program.

Spins

There must be a maximum of two (2) spins of a different nature (abbreviation)

- one of which must be a spin combination with change of foot (minimum eight (8) revolutions), flying
entrance is not allowed
- and one must be a flying camel (minimum six (6) revolutions), a change of foot is allowed but a change of
position is not allowed (for season 2024/25)

Steps

There must be one (1) Choreographic Sequence consisting of at least two different skating movements.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for the Program Components is 2.40.

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.
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/elements/jumps/axel
/elements/spins/combo_spin
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Category Intermediate Novice

Women

Age: 15 years or younger (born after 01/07/2008)

3:00
Duration:

3 minutes

Free Skating

A well balanced Free Skating program must contain:

Jumps

Maximum of five (5) jump elements: * One of which must be an Axel type jump. * There may be up to two (2)
jump combinations or one (1) jump combination and one (1) jump sequence. * Jump combinations and the
jump sequence consist of only two (2) jumps. * In the jump sequence the second jump must be an Axel type
jump with a direct step from the landing curve of the first jump in to the take-off curve of the Axel jump. One
full revolution on the ice between the jumps (free foot can touch the ice, but without weight transfer) keeps
the element in the frame of the definition of a jump sequence. * Jumps executed in a jump sequence receive
their full value. * removed limitations on Eurler from previous season * No triple and quadruple jumps
are allowed. * Only one single jump and one double jump (including Double Axel) can be repeated once

Spins

There must be a maximum of two (2) spins of a different nature (abbreviation), one of which must be a spin
combination and one must be a spin with no change of position.

- The spin combination with a change of foot and a minimum of eight (8) revolutions or without a change of
foot with a minimum of six (6) revolutions. Flying entrance is not allowed. If with change of foot, only one
level feature per foot will count.
- The spin in one position with a change of foot minimum of eight (8) revolutions or spin in one position
without change of foot minimum of six (6) revolutions. In both spins flying entries are allowed.

Steps

There must be a maximum of one (1) step sequence fully utilizing the ice surface and including at least one
skating movement such as a spiral, spread eagle, Ina Bauer, hydroblading etc. If the skating movement is
missing, no Level will be given. At least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level
basic. The Technical Panel will not award Feature 3) Use of body movements for at least 1/3 of the pattern
and Feature 4) Two combinations of 3 difficult turns on different feet.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:
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- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for Program Components is: 1.7

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.

Men

Age: 15 years or younger (born after 01/07/2008)

3:00
Duration:

3 minutes

Free Skating

A well balanced Free Skating program must contain:

Jumps

Maximum of five (5) jump elements: * One of which must be an Axel type jump. * There may be up to two (2)
jump combinations or one (1) jump combination and one (1) jump sequence.  * Jump combinations and the
jump sequence consist of only two (2) jumps.  * In the jump sequence the second jump must be an Axel type
jump with a direct step from the landing curve of the first jump in to the take-off curve of the Axel jump. One
full revolution on the ice between the jumps (free foot can touch the ice, but without weight transfer) keeps
the element in the frame of the definition of a jump sequence.  * Jumps executed in a jump sequence receive
their full value.  * removed limitations on Eurler from previous season * No triple and quadruple jumps
are allowed. * Only one single jump and one double jump (including Double Axel) can be repeated once

Spins

There must be a maximum of two (2) spins of a different nature (abbreviation), one of which must be a spin
combination and one must be a spin with no change of position.

- The spin combination with a change of foot and a minimum of eight (8) revolutions or without a change of
foot with a minimum of six (6) revolutions. Flying entrance is not allowed. If with change of foot, only one
level feature per foot will count.
- The spin in one position with a change of foot minimum of eight (8) revolutions or spin in one position
without change of foot minimum of six (6) revolutions. In both spins flying entries are allowed.

Steps

There must be a maximum of one (1) step sequence fully utilizing the ice surface and including at least one
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skating movement such as a spiral, spread eagle, Ina Bauer, hydroblading etc. If the skating movement is
missing, no Level will be given. At least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level
basic. The Technical Panel will not award Feature 3) Use of body movements for at least 1/3 of the pattern
and Feature 4) Two combinations of 3 difficult turns on different feet.

Components

The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for Program Components is: 2.0

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.

Updated on 18/09/2024 17:57 (Kyiv time)12/14



Technical requirements for categories ISU Judging System
Season 2024-25

Category Basic Novice

Boys and Girls

Age: 13 years or younger (born after 01/07/2010)

2:30
Duration:

2 minutes 30 seconds

Free Skating

A well balanced Free Skating program must contain:

Jumps

Maximum of five (5) jump elements: * One of which must be an Axel type jump. * There may be up to two (2)
jump combinations or one (1) jump combination and one (1) jump sequence.  * Jump combinations and the
jump sequence consist of only two (2) jumps.  * In the jump sequence the second jump must be an Axel type
jump with a direct step from the landing curve of the first jump in to the take-off curve of the Axel jump. One
full revolution on the ice between the jumps (free foot can touch the ice, but without weight transfer) keeps
the element in the frame of the definition of a jump sequence.  * Jumps executed in a jump sequence receive
their full value.  * removed limitations on Eurler from previous season * No triple and quadruple jumps
are allowed. * Only one single jump and one double jump (including Double Axel) can be repeated once

Spins

There must be a maximum of two (2) spins of a different nature (abbreviation), one of which must be a spin
combination and one must be a spin with no change of position and no change of foot.

- The spin combination with a change of foot and a minimum of eight (8) revolutions or without a change of
foot with a minimum of six (6) revolutions Flying entry is allowed. If with change of foot, only one level
feature per foot will count.
- The spin in one position without change of foot must have a minimum of six (6) revolutions, must be done
in a basic position without any difficult variation positions and will be called maximum level basic. After the
required revolutions it is allowed to execute difficult variations, but these will be ignored by the Technical
Panel. Flying entry is not allowed.

Steps

There must be a maximum of one (1) step sequence fully utilizing the ice surface and including at least one
skating movement such as a spiral, spread eagle, Ina Bauer, hydroblading etc. If the skating movement is
missing, no Level will be given. At least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level
basic. The Technical Panel will not award Feature 3) Use of body movements for at least 1/3 of the pattern
and Feature 4) Two combinations of 3 difficult turns on different feet.

Components
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The following Program Components are judged:

- Composition
- Presentation
- Skating Skills

The factor for Program Components is: 1.67

Further details on elements judging, levels and bonuses, see Communication № 2624.
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